Atypical hepatic tuberculosis presenting as obstructive jaundice.
A 78-yr-old female with a short history of malaise, anorexia, mild pyrexia, and obstructive jaundice is presented. A diagnosis of tuberculosis of the liver and gallbladder was established at laparotomy. In spite of anti-tuberculous therapy, the patient died on the 5th postoperative day. Widespread miliary tuberculosis affecting the lung, kidneys, spleen, and mesenteric lymph nodes was observed in postmortem studies, with strikingly severe involvement of the intrahepatic bile ducts. Saccular dilatation of the bile ducts alternating with areas of stenosis and narrowed intrahepatic bile ducts was seen. A correlation of the radiological and hepatic postmortem findings is discussed. The atypical presentation of tuberculosis in present times and the causes of jaundice in atypical cases of hepatic tuberculosis are discussed. The rarity of gallbladder tuberculosis is pointed out.